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From WASHINGTON CITY to. Virginis, , Georgia, Alabama,
Miastantppi, Loniwiana, Arkansas, sid Toxna,

Tirongh Tiokets can o obtained st the greal Southwestors Rail-
praid Offin, corner dhnnﬂr"mh.nmm amt Sixth nnt.w .
tom, ot bt of Lhe S 'y Hoat Goorge Pige, or st of
tha Drangn nnd A ) Railrowl, ab Aloxandria,

T Wchmond, Dauviils, Lynchburg, Drisol, Knoxville, Dalioo,

albanoogs raud June.

Allsnta, Ch 4 <G
terrtn, Mommphits, Montgom wni Now Orleans.
ny.rumnamua?im Milwiy Connaxions o Momphis,
Mtording greater Mhon and Comfery, and being over 300 miles

shorter than byu‘-‘ ronte.

Tha stoatn ferry Goorgo Page lonvos the foot of Saventh street
at By ovhick, m, m., for Alexandrin, where tuke tha cars fur
Ml Cle Blaunton, White " Hprings, Wood -
stock, do,, nnd ol ¥, poom for n&muuw obuts Bowthwest,
making auee anid close sonsexions to Mewm plin.

Haggagn wighng and omudhuses leave the office, Pa, Avenuo, at 4

o'clock, a. m., and T, p. m.
JAMES A ﬂaus'wu-m.
June 16—4f witiington

QUMMER ARRANGEMENT.—The steamer
GRORGE PAGE will run an fllows:
Loawe Alexandria e 4, 8, 10, 12 o'clock, n. m,; 2, 4, and 0 #'vlosk,

P m.

Leave Waghington at 6,9, 11 o'clook; n. m. 1,8, &, anid 7 o'clock,
pom,

The THOMAR COLLYER, when on the route, will ran o opposite
¥ i counncling with thy

¥ wit Pago Collyer, will
fewve the Copltal, and corner of T2th wheost nod Pn;q“‘uﬂn’n!mua,
b marpe time the boals leara Alexandris,
RICHARD WALLACH, President,
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mﬂ_rﬁ TO mﬁrsbnm—usw ARRANGE-
o W |Wmm*m Wm WaAsH
VIA FUTOMAC STEAMERS AND POTEOWAL RATE-
HOAL LINK.—Two fast dally lines from Washington (or tho South
and Bauthwest.  Boata logen thelr boriln, foot of Ot sirest, st 61,
aom, amd TAG p.om. Papsengers by hﬁl’dﬂ bont emis olitiin e
Brmakfuet on board wiil -an prensand wail of 21 honrs thn
venutiful Potoman, pansing i Ml view of Mount Vernon, the
evenlng boat thiey lnmire & good suppor snd o reit of fone hours (o
crmfprtahin Larths oe ststa cooms, snd arvive in Iiehmond in thmo o
eonnect Wi adl the trains fur the Sonih and Soathwest,

Thet roent southern mail b conveyml over this ronte, it being 44
il o nid 100 miles losa rallroading than by any other route,
Meglng certaln connexions to
L L Ayp Prren

W VN O O S 0. A AL

A MoniE, ALA., DINECT 10 NEW OWLKANS AT ALL SOUTIENN CITIR

AND TOW XM,

, Vinaoas ; Wmnon aen

Alno, conneet ot Richmond with the Praelile, Southside, Virginin,
T o wnidd East T Iroad
FOlt THE SOUTHWEST 10
Tuny{jle, Tirfatol, Dalvon,
La} ., H ille, Memphia,
Lynelibnirg, Kannxville, Atlanta,
Nuwhyille, Grand Jonction, Montgomory,

ol New Orlnans,

For thraugh tekets and frbier information of thae ronte, (ngoirs st
the soathern theket ofios, No, 372 Fonnayleanin aveuus, onp door
vast of Browns' Hotel, or en boesid the Boats, fool of fth street,

GEQ. E. MATTINLY,

Anght 171y Ticket Agent,

but temporary, applicable to certain ciroumstances,
egurded ns n of justice, and for quisting titles,
rathor than nen dooation of lands.

Iugrl:hllk. Mwem. and n bhe Térribores of Q:T
gon, ington, New Mexico, not only was provi-
slon made for e allowance of the claims of settlers,
who werty then ) the gublie Inods, without the pay-

Fe " Ilt A i1k
14

ment of & consid were of-
ferwd to persony who sh igrate and settle with-
In spocified periods of time.  Buch dountions, though in.
aring to vidunls, were made a# o teans of public de-

fonce, and were believed to be well caleulated to promote
thee military strength of distant settlements exposed o
the hostile nttncks and predatory visits of Indian tribes ;
but, as & mensure of public policy, it has proved falla-
cions, amd onught not to be renowed.  These proffered
donntions have slways been coupled with the condition
of selual sett) t and pancy fora period of not
less than four yenrs ; aind the rights and benefits accru-
ing therefrom, though ot alienable by the settler, have
been wecured to his helrs in caso of hig death. On se-
count of the length of residence required, and the
other conditions imposed on  cludmants, the resnlt thus
far has boen that complications have arisen in deter-
mining titles, nnd in these complications and (nent
deluys the titles to the adjacent lands have boen in-
volved.

"The enterprise and fondness for change which charac-
terize the frontiersmun too often make him impatient of
40 long u residence before enjoying the absolute control
of his seltlement, and an improvident forfeiture of his
clabm I8 frequintly inourred.

Wherever the pre-emption  laws are s o

ekl

These munificent grants, if vhlymgmm

' ¥
tained by the United States, and left in their natwml cou-
dition, would have retarded the growth of the country
for o indefinite time, being unavailuble for producti
and s fruitful enuse of disense and death,

Durdog the Thirty-fonrth severil acta were
jinssod making grants of public lands to the States of
h“.‘l.l_ ,F wrhehs i el e 1. " le
Mississippi, and Minnesota, to aid in the construction of

certain milroads within theso States, respectively.

These grants were mado in 1856, rrjnclpn.ll; ;o
about the thme of the pussage of the various laws, appeals
were made to this department to close the loeal lnnd of.
fices, and withdraw from market the public lands which,
it wns sn , would be likely to fall within fifteen
miles of the proposed ronds. This request was accoded
to, and when I took charge of the Department of the In-
terlor 1 found & very lnrge amount of lands in the States
mentioned thus withheld from sale and settlement.  The
grants made by Congress to Btates., o far a8 acceptod,
have been tesusferred by them to raiirond companics,
Desirous of allowing the companics every bl fu-
cility in nvailing themselves of the fnll benetit of the
bounty of Cougress, yet believing the continued with-
drawal of the Iands from market for any great period of
time would operato njuriously upon other interests in
those States, notice was given that a reasounble time
would be allowed the companies to locate the routes dufi-
nitely, and, in the eveat of their failure to do 8o, thesus-

fon of the Jands would be resuoved,

means of securing homes, the settlers will generally pre-
fer to pay for their lands, and complete their titles at
once, rather than wait for years, aud then obtain thelr
rutenu without the payment of any considerstion.  This
8 e evident by the fact that Congress has been
constrained, from a sense of justice to those who bave
wotght to avail th Ives of the benefit of the several
donantion acts, to pass laws for theie relief, substituting
poyments in cash in lew of further eonlinued residence.

As s npt illusteation of these views, T will refer to
thye praction]l working of the donation system in the State
of Florida, The grant of land under the wct for the
armed ocoupation of Florida, approved Avgust 4, 1842,
was limiteid to two hundred tl 1 neres.  The eager-
ness of settlers to avail thomselves of the benefits of this
grant is shown by the i of one th 1 three
hundred and tweaty-one permits for ono hundred and
sixty neres each, which amonnted in the aggregate fo
two hundred and eleven th 1 three hundred and
sixty neres,

In the year 1844, & supplemental act wos passed, sub-
slituting cosh payments for the condition of continued
T
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NEW YORK WIRE RAILING CO.

‘The moat extensive
ORNAMENTAL IRON MANUFACTURERS
Tn the UNTTED STATES.

Thalr work embraces all Kinda of

IRON RAILING,

IRON VERANDAHB,
IRON GATES,
WIRE RAILING,
WIRE FENCES,

IRON FURNITURE,

IRON BEDSTEADS,
IRON WORK FOR BTORES AND HOUSER,

ITRON CABTINGS, &e., &e.
Almo, the oxcl i orm of Lhe d

Composite Iron Railing.
A eatalogne comtalning several hindrod disigne of Tron Work mafled
foany part of the Uniid Stated on roceipt of Mar thres oon’ postage

HUTCHINSON & WICKERSHAM,
312 Broadway, New York.

1\. AVHER & RAVENHILL, lmporters, Mannfac-
 Vurerd, il Whalesale Dealers in Btraw Hats of overy desorp.
frn, Ko, 150 Brondway, New York.
The nndervigned rospectlally oall the attenilon of boywes 1o the
Above card, and adid that they have takoen the store, 180 lroadway,
Tarimorly aecupied by the lnie frmoof A LELAND & CO,, amd baving
Pare hiied their fuctory aml machinery, for the purpodn of eentinuing
R 1 1 by them, ectfally sullelt w contiog
anew ol the old et
| WM. CRAVENHILL, of the Iate firm of A, LELAND & OO, whe
s loug bty thiele binyer, inwaufacturer, sud genoral manager, will
haru “harge of the wnme with 0s; baviog secared all fhe oy vem
Tt Tt fhrm, we feol contident whvil wo state tiat or stock for the
Clainiing seneon ' bende will be Pully equalto any o point of varisty of
Hiln that the reprtation s long estabilished by A 1ate fArem for
h rlor Nuiali, we woll an theie suevessiul introduetion of lmting
R, Wl B ALy mistadined by s,
JONN MAYHER,
et §—1m

# RAVEXHILL.

N C. Herring & Coss Patent Champlon Sufes.
"PHE subscribers, gratofial for t favors, and
Aeding that w tecelinating palillo wers Dnstowing tHivie patron
PEe o thal "‘l‘“‘ gm maore
WEr sk, have enlarged Uielr by
s malesrom on Weondway , ot X, 451, corver of Murray sireet, op-
e o Gy Hall,  Thiis sndargemont of wurabouse poom, with the
vl extensive oubyrgement of thelr Sictory, will anable tie subsor-
* 0 keep on hand ab all tinea o larger stock of fes and burglar-
il safon than suy otbier ostallishmant in the w
1ethon will b ot consteneting anfes for private
wily oty furnitare, far the security of plate wed
AlA0—

were peosssary b exhibil all
ah extensiye ware

Tarticnlar at-
illea 1o muteh

Will keop on hand and make to srdor ol kinda 6 money chests, yault

doors, and bank vaulta.  Hall's. patenk Powiter: locks for banks
o tore dor Trmven'n patent permutation : and
Pty Inr.hrml‘u.\'(-l, -u‘l:m Koy, i Wl’:ﬂ

Now. 108, 137, ol 148 '“amm.. 4

1 i Aan

No. 281 liroadway | corner at., Now York,
Y T & ‘Waslingion, D, C.
B. W. KNOWLES, Agent

3 and under the original and supplemontal acts
only one hundred and siztoon claims have been finally
approved and patonted, nmounting to elghtesn thousand
five hundred and sixty ncres,

On the 1st of July, 1848, snother nct was passed for
the relief of those to whom permits had been granted,
dispensing with continued residence on the specilic tract.
This set required the omployment of an agont for the
ndjustment of this class of cases, and it appears that two
hundred and eighty-three clalms under it wers approved
and patentod, nmounting to forty-five thousand two hun-
dred nod eighty acres. ‘Uhere still remain fifty-ceven
clnims suspended for various causes, amounting to nine
thousand one himdred and twenty scres—and few, If any,
of these will ever be earried into putent—whilst there are
eight hundred and sixty-five claims which have been albwo-
lutely forfeited and Lled ting to one hundred
and thirty-eight thouwsand four hundred aores.  From the
foregoing statement it will be perceived that only about
one-twellth of the wholo area proposed to be gmnted has
been seonured finally to elaimants under the acts of 1842
and 16844, (and s small portion of this was paid for ;)
that not one-fourth has been finally seonred under the re.
leving nct of 1848, and that more than two-thirds has
been wholly forfeited.

1 have no hesitancy, therefore, in expressing the opin-
fon thist u system of donations of this character, while it
is mot enlled for by the bona fide mettler, i unwise, unjust,
unequal, and frooght with mischief, It has em
communities and retarded rather than accelerated settle.
men s,

Under our system of public sales amd pre-emplion
rights, settlements have been made on n seoure and per-
manent basis.  The tide of emigration has rolled wost-
ward from the Atlantle const, driving 1w Indinn before
it, ool leaving in its renr Hourvishing States and prospe-
rong communities, tiil it has now reachied the heart of
the continent ; while from the shores of the Pacifie, for
several yoars past, tho enterprising pioncer has been on
lils steady march enstward, exploring unknown territory,
and bringlog to light the vich mine and the prolific soil
which the industrious seltler will soon ooenpy and im-
prove.

The system yielding these veaults has been the work of
enlightonod legislation, extending through half o contu-
ry, It is peculinrly adapted to the wants and charncter-
istion of our people. Iti Hl)ll ub d:hl ﬁ;:dwhﬂonh-;!'! t::j

as n nation, has developed our pl
mm.w Pm‘m. in my opinion, needs no matorind change.

The report of the C i) 1 Land
Ofliee, which sccompanies this communication, shows the
mﬁ nnd magnitude of this branch of the public service,

o Lraben the p [ il energry with which
Its operations have been condugted.
During the fiscal

ending June 30, 1858, there
lave been disposed of to Individunls 9,607 068.46 ncres
of the public lands, of which 3,804,008 acres were sold
fur cnsh, i;'lmllling $2,116,768 ; ned 5,802,153 acres were
loeated with military bounty land warmnits.

Of the quantity sold fur cash 817,520 35 acros were
sold ot and above one dollar and twenty-five cents per
neve, and  yielded #1350 108 73 ; whils 2,987 29711
neres wore sold at gradunted prices, for which the sum of
BO66,601 20 was received into the treasury,

These figures show a grealer dimisntion of onsh re-
celpts from the eales of public Tands than was anticipated.
But the condition of the peopls in the fronfier States and
Territories was such, that to bring lands herotofors un-
offeredd into market during the past smmer, wos deemed

fveto the settlors thereon. 'The erops bhad, for
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the mowt part, falled.  In somo loealitios sickness, and in
uthers Doods, had oconsioned  losses mmd distress, whilst
tho scarcity of money was everywhere prevalent and
perndyming.  But asa longer pestponement of the sales,
it s believed, would be prejudicial to the welfare and
{mupnit; of the respective communities, and s o liberal
adulgence has alrendy been afforded to the settlors
upon unoffered Tads, it s costemplatnd to bring into
open market severnl millions of acres during the ensuing
year,

© The lands whicl have been sold and located during
the year were, in the main, for notatal settlement or cul-
tivation,

‘Ihe length of the rallronds provided for, uuder the
legislution of the J4th Congress, In the several States
mentioned, so far ag the grants therefor have beon nc-
copted, is, ns ascertnined partly by estimate, 4,640} miles,
und the quantity of land which will pass to the compa-
nies, 11,780,657 acres.

OF the lands which had been withdrawn from  market,
mote than 18,690,000 pcres have been restored since
March 3, 1857, and it is expeeted that additional quanti- |
tles will be restored early in the year 1859, |

It is now sstisfactorily nscertained that mines of the |

|

previpns metals are to be found In the Tervitories of
Washington, Oregon, New Mexico, and Kansas, and the
time has arrived for the government of the Unitod States |
to adopt gome definite policy os to its mineral lands |
Under the act of March 3, 1853, providing for the wsur-
vey of tho public lands in Californis, the surveyor gen-
eral Is prohibited from laying off, by subdivisional lines,
those townships of lands which are mineral,

The several laws securing the rvight of pre-emption to
actual settlers speclally provide that this right shall not
attach to minernl lands, and when mineml lands have
been sold, gpecial provisions have been made for the dis-
posal of them. The gquestion presented is, shall theso
mineral lands be forever withheld from market, snd kept
open for all persons who may desive to work them and
gather thedr rich products, or shsll they, like agrioultural
lands, bo surveyed and sold, sod thus pass into the

| dor about the boundary between the United States and

sotie change is made fn its terma.  Congross shoulld ve-
quire proof of settloment and eultivation prior to the ad-
mission of the entry, or should relense the purchaser from
the conditions now fmposed,

IXDIAN AFFALRS.

For full information in respect to our Indian relations,
I refor you to the report of the Comumissioner of Indisn
Affairs, and the accompanying reports of the different sn-
perintendents and agent

During the past year thero has beon much excitonent
nmong thoe wild tribes in the interier of the inent
The withdrawal of the troops from the military posts on
the frontier, and thelr march through the Iuding coun-
try 1o the Territory of Utah ; the of tko many
sapply teains of great magnitude, with their sumérous
attendants, over the long route to the same detination ;
and the discovery of new gold mines in the Territoties of
New Mexico, Kansas, and Washington, and in the Brit-
ish possessions adjacent to our northern belindaries woest
of the Rocky mountains, have set in motien n Inrge class
of adventurers, who have traversed exfensive tructs of
conntry heretofore untrod save by Indian tribes.  The
opening of three wagon' roads, and 1he estublishment of
the overland mail routes across the emtinent, have pre-
sonted new  inducements and facilities for travelling over
the plaing of the Interior ; nud all dhese canses combined
have had so little influence in ¢@sturbing our amicable

Intt with thuse lie tyibes, that sibaist shnost
exclusively upon the spoils of dhe chase.  Although acts
of hostility have resnlted in yome localities, it s o grati-
fying fuct that, with trifiing exceptions, the tribes with
which we have existing freaty stipulations have kept
their faith, and haye enjored a season of peace and com-
porstive plenty.

Whien the exigenciesof the servico compelled the War
Department to withdstw the troops stationed g the

There is nothing which has g0 often disturbed nud de-
stroyed our mndcable relutions with the more remote tribes,
s the failute on our part to comply with promises and
agreements made by officers and agents, whom the In.
dinns have regarded ne duly authorised to speak for our
government.  To ths canse we must, for the most part,
ascribe our recent difficultios with the Indians in Wash-
ington Territory. Treatics had been negotlated with
them some two or three years 4go, by which they agreed
to vétire npon small rescrvations in concideration of a
promise on otur part to erect buildings, establish shops
and schiools, and make annual presents of blankets, cloth-
ing, and nseful implements.

These treatics not lmving boen watificd, the Indian UL
it has Yo compelled to disappoint the expectations of
the Indians, who very naturally became dissatisfied. The
frequent tresposses committed by the whites, who, not
antivipating the delay in the ratification of the treatics, in
many instances settled npon the land which by the
treaties was coded to the United Btates, aggravated the
discontent of the Indians, until it manifested itself in nets
of open hostility.

Poace han been again olitained by conguest, but the ex-
net terms upon which it has been made are not al this
time known to the depurtment,

The proper management of those Tndians, whose title
to the lands they occupy hns never been recoguisml by the
United States, is o problem of most dificult solution, 1
do not vefer to the soattered remnants of Indian tribes
still remnining in some of the older States of the Union,
whio are not brought under the supervision of the Com-
missioner of Indisn Affuirs, but to the Indiass in the
States of California and Texas, The policy adopted Ly
Congress in regand to these Indiang Las been to gather
them, a8 fat as practicable, npon reservations, with the

tribes on the frontier, oir agents expressed serlons up-
prehonsions of onthreaks ; but those fears have for the
most part proved gronndless, In those cases in which
the fll-fecling of some, and the dishonesty of others, have
Ted to opon hostility, our gallant army, by o timely chas-
tisement, has tanght the guents & lesson which will
not goon by forgotten.  Conquest has thus paved the
way for the introduction of eur policy of peace, on
whick rests the only hope of the friend of the red man
that there Is any good In dtore for him and his pos-
terity.

With the exception of the marauding bands that wan-
Mexico, t ds whom we should pursue an energetic and
decisive policy, the great mass of the Indinns are now in
w condition and temper to inspire the hope that incrensed
eucecess will crown the efforts now making for their im-
provement.

They are becoming too well acquainted with our power
to be willing to meagure their strength with us on
Lattle fisld. A wholesomo fear of, and respect for, our
government have been inspired, and they will not, as
tribes, tonly Incur our displ The sword s of-
fectually opening the way for the ploughshare, snd little
now remaing to be done to secure perpetinl amity with

ownership of individuals 7 This question Is | wting
and of great moment ; and 1 submit whether it would |
not be a wise and sound pelicy at this time::‘r_ngmA |
ernl Inw reserving all auriferons, silver, cionabar |
mines—the precious metuls—from sls, for the use nnd |
oceupancy of the peoplo of the United States, under suoh |
regulations as Congress may preseribe, and loaving those
lands containing copper, iron, lead, and coal—the useful
minernls, sibject to the ordinary laws of settl il

the several tribes, and give fuir scope to their growth in
civilisation, “mtl to have s full and explicit under-
standing with them, and to prevent, if possible, their
heing misled by lnwless and dishonest white men.

In all onr deslings with the Indinns, In onr treaties,
Inws, and pollcy, the ¢nd songht to be attainéd has been
the wolfare and clevation of the mea; to induce them to

bandon their thriftless life and burbavous manvers, and

wale for their development. ‘I'be extent of these defics
estimate, nnd gives assurmnce to our people in the future
of unbounded wealth,

Pence and quiet have been restored to Utah, and some
wdditional legislation will bo required to place it in-
habitauts on an equality with those of the other Territo-
ries.

The organic act provides that the constitution and Jaws
of the United States, not loeally innpplicable, shall be in
full force in mald Territory. Tt Is an unsettlod question
whether this generl provision, unsupported by any other
act of legislation seoures to the settlers upon the public lands
in Utah the rights and benefits of the several pro-emption
Inwe. In that Teriitory we have alvond y more than two mil-
lions of acres returned as surveyed and ready for market,
Oceupants are upon these lande, and want to obtain titles
to their homes ; and 1 submit whether it would not be an
net of justice to the people of Utal to eitablish in that
Territory n land ofice, and at the sume thme in expross
terma extend the pre-emption laws, so a8 to embrace all
the inhabitants residing within its Hmita.

By the treaty of 1838, with the several tribes of New |
York Iodinos, o tract of Lund lying in the sonthern part
of Kansag, and containing, by estimate, 1.824 000 aoves,
waos reserved and set apart for the future homo of those
Indiang, Nine different tribes were parties to this treaty,
and it was stipulated and agreed that such of the tribes ns
did not aecept and agree to remove to the country st
apart for their futnre homes, within five years, should
forfuit to the United States all interest in lands go set
apart,  Twenty yoars have elapeed, and no one of these
tribes, na triles, hos the conditivns of the treaty,
Individual members of the tribes, however, have remov-
oil, and are now settled upon this resorvation.  According
to the estimate made al the date of the treaty, the quan-
tity of lands reserved was sufficient to allot ench soul of
all the tribos threo hundred mud twenty acves of Isnd.
Although tho Indians, as triles, have forfeited all claim
to the tract of Innd roserved for them, yet those who have
romoved are in equity entitled to their pro rata share. A
due regand to the welfare and prospority of the Territory
of Kovss demands that theso lands shonld be surveyed
and opened to settloment and sale.  Indoed, & large num-
ber of settloments s alrondy been mado within the lim-
fte of the reservation, and the people are anxious to ne-
qiire titles to their homes.  Justice o the resident Indi-
ans cannot be done without congressional aid, nod I rec-

I the passage of o luw ing to the emigrant
Indinng the amount of land to which they may be eiquita-
bly entitled, and declaring the resldne pablic lnnds open
to settloment

Under the aets of Cong king appropriations for
the Post Oftice Department, approvid March 3, 1855, and
March 3, 1857, pro-empti ta are 1in certain
coses to mskl contractors.  Great difionlty nnd ombarrass-
ment hive arisen in the execution of these laws, and that
interprotation hus boen adopted s most conslstent with
the terme as woll a8 with the obvious design and meaning
of thess lows, which vonfines the benefit of the act to
theme routus extonding the the Territories, from the
line of the States west of Mississi river to New
Mealeo, Utali, or points on the Pacilic slope, Dy allow-
g thie first contenctors the right of purchase, and there-
fore of exclusive control of the best locations for stage
standi, which may be established alony, the great e
norows tho continent, it i apprelionded that goat conbog-
rassment will arfee in the fubire. Tt is soggestod that
thesa laws miay be changed with great - advantage to the

| our own people.

adopt the fuith and practices of the Christian, Our sue-
cean, thus far, has not been commensurate with our efforts
and expenditures, but it cannot, with truth, bo said
that the attempt to civilize the Indian is altogetber o
failure.

In reviewlng the past, it is easy to point out errors
which have been committed, but difioult to designate a
general policy, which, in all respects, would have been
better, and the introduction of & new system at any
time wonld not be withont its drawbacks and difficultics.

A due regard to the foterests of our own people has
compelled the government to remove the Indian tribes
orlginally lnbabiting the middle, soathern, and western
States, to habitations further west. In some instanees
one removal has followed another, change has succeeded
change, and this nnsetiled state of affairs has beon detri-
mental to the progress of the tribes in civilladtion, and
antagonistic to the efforts made to conyert the Indian
from the ways of his forefathers to the faith and habits of

When new reservations have been assigned to tribes,
too often the boundaries allowed have been dispropor-
tionately Iarge, nnd their situation has thos invited them
to continne the kunter life,  Thelr extensive domain hua
been held in o, and therel T individunal
property, so ewentinl to individual exertion and general
Industry, has been comparntively unknown among them.
The heavy auvnl largesses that have beon given to some
tribes, when divided among their people al stated pe-
‘viods, amonnt to s stipend which, without furtishing an
adequate snpport, is yet Inrgp enough to destroy their
well-relinnes, ropress sach industry ns physieal want might
otherwize compel, and crente a tuste for profligacy, which
strengthens their patural aversion to constant labor or
em t.

#«.1 chinraeterlstios of our past policy should be
chnnged,  Removals of tribes should be nvolded,  Se

vate Innds should be wssigned to individuals, without the
power o alionate or ﬂgmﬁm 3 and money ‘um:ld-

pectation that, under the gnidance and proteetion of
the Indlan agents, thoy wonld support themeelves by
their labor, and fmprove in morals and in the arts of
clviliged 1ife,  During the last suminer steps were taken
to obtadn correct and reliable Information of the working
of this system.

A partind report from Texas gives the geatifying lutel-
ligence of the good conduct of our agents, and the com-
fort and progress of the Indians on the reservations.

The information In regard to the working of the sys-
temn 1o California is disconraging.  The product of the
weveral farms is altogether inadequate to the sapport of

| the Iudians, and the expense of the system, ns Loretofore
| managed, is enormons.

This is to be attributed, in & greal measwie, to the un-
necessarily large number of white persons employed, and
it would seem that, without a radieal reform in this and
other particulnrs, the system will not be attended by n
puccess commoensurate with the cost.

Directions have been given to dismiss the laborers and
employeces, who have been retained hevetofore at a very
heavy cxpense, and to employ Indian labor alone In cul
tivating and improving the farms, and in hending the
slock. Troper allotments of land inside the reservations
wre to be sssigned to each fumily ns their own private
property, and each individunl is to be fully secured in the
pusses

on and enjoyment of the fruits of his own labar ;'

industry and virtue are to be enconraged by suitable re.
warids, and distinguished from idl and viee. The
Indiaus are, moreover, to be informed that unless thoy
produce their neeessary supplies, they can no longer ox-
poect that food will be furpished them at the expense of
the United States. With a view to carry ont the policy
here indicated, the estimates for the Indinn service in
Californis for the next fiscal year have been reduced to
tho smn of fifty thonswod dollars. -

In southern Californin there aro still numerous bands
of Indians that have no permanent loeations, Where
they are found in desirable places they are often intruded
upon and driven away by white men ; and foeling no
confidones that they can retain n ploce of permmoent
abode, they wandor about ready for any mischievons en-
terprise. 10 this department had suthority lo assign
howmes to guch, in the possession of which they might be
protected, there is hope that they eould eventually be
made useful members of & community in which they are
now dangerous vagrants.

The Pimns and Maricopas, of Arizona, are agricalturists,
and have fixod abodes..  Before they are interforod with
by em fon, reservations of proper extent should be

to them ; and so soon as a definite noderstand.
ing ean be had with the Apaches, Camnanches, Kiowas,
nad other roving tribes of the interior, the same policy
s to be most preper to adopt in vegard to  them.
These tribes will soon linve to be localiged ; and to en-
foree quistude wud keep them within the limits of their
own posscssions, the utmost watehfuloess and firmness
will be required.

1 take vocasivn here to renew the recommendations
made in my Inst anouasi report, that a district court
should be established in the country occenpied by the
Choctaws, Chick , Cheroleees, wnd  Creeks, and that
the Intercourse laws should be revised and codified.

With the authority from Congress so to commute the
aunuities of Indian tribes that they may be expended
with their t and approbation for the i good;
to divide existing tribal reservations among the individu-
ali of the tribes, respectively, with such restrictions upon
the power of atimauﬁu as will remove all temptation to
speculation ; to wssign lands ns homes Lo those Indians
who have no fixod sbode ; and to presoribe the bounda-
ries within which the migratory bands will be required to

in, 1 should hopé for the best results from the cfforts

ties shonld be exyp good, of
belng divided per eapita.

Upon this line of this department haa acted in
the mnﬂﬂhu of rcu?mt treatios with the Pawnees,
Tonens, and Yancton Sfoux, and in the sdministration of

the Indian service rilly, %o far ns the provisions of
existing treatios 1 admit, It is now proposed that
Congress shall adthorize the substitution of mechanical

and pgricnltaral implements, aceds, clothing, honsebold
furniture, and other articles necessary to ind and
comifort, amd :i:n ) ini‘rl c:fﬁmh to educational,
charitable, or ses, u of payments in money,
i all canes whore substitution is pravticabile and be-
lisved to be conducive to the welfare of the Indians.
The herokeos, Chootaws, Chickas.ws, and Crecks,
reguine outs, and give evident proofs of
e sucently passed through
combest. A regular con-

bmitting its lﬁﬂplhﬂ.d &‘:: popular vole, thy
n ) OONYon-
:iun MM&. in the exercine of its o

progress,  The tnws

of this dopartment to ameliorte the condition of the In-
dians under its snpervision.

FPEXRIONS.

The current business of the Pension Office fn all it
branches has been brought up to date, and the large cler-
lvnl force which was requi for the tion of the
bonnty-land nct of 1855 ean be dispensed with ot an early

day.

During the year ending 30th of Boptember last, 18,815
bounty-land warrants were issuel, requiring 2,034,420
neres of laud to satisfy them. ‘This, added to the quan-
tity shown by my report of last year, wakes the whole
amount of public lanls granted for military services up
to September 30, 1 62,780,868 acres. Under the
nets of 1847 and 1855 are about 74,000 bounty-
land claime pending in the offive, orlginally suspended on
accvunt of informality, frregularity, or defective proof.
Many of these canes aro called up from time to thme by
thy partics interosted for re-examination, requiring a
Tnrgo amonnt of labot and patient investigation in the
i ithon of them,

orelgnty, to declare the constitution thun fr.
full foree and affect.

The government under this constitution went into ope-
mtion by the election and qualification of all the necw-
wry offioers, and the department had the au-
thotities thus constituved by paying inte hands the
annuities doe the natlon.  Opposition o this constitution, |
however, avowe, A new convention was called logether |

The whule of army p under the va-
rionk nets of Congress is 10,723, roquiring for their pay-
ment the annual sum of $002,700 29,

The whole number of navy pensboners v 202, and the

| nggregate amount of their annnal payments i $180,- |

501 10.
Tho entire mmount which has heretofore boen paid un

the number of persons then living who were embmeed
by ita provisions, amnd the aunual amount of money
woulld reqquire,  The conclusion waa that the number
soldiers who woulld claim aud be entitled to its
was 10,067, and that the anoual would
$907,608,  On this enlculation the bill waa:
number of clahns filed under the law ,
yoar was about 25,000  The whole nmmber

it exceeds 88,600,  The whole nnmber admitted 1
414,

The whole amount expended for
1831 was $1,280,679 71. In L8338 it |
The increase caused by the act of June T, 1882,
fure 83,815,584 26, more thau four tinies ns wuch
committee estimated the bill would require.

It was furthier estinmted by the committee that, st
end of seven years, fifty-five years after tho war of
revolution, there wonld be none surviving to lmlﬂ
Lenefits,  Now, if the whole number, 10,857, - i
was supposed wonld receive under"thls Inw, bnd
lived out the seven years, it wonld have roquived §6,363,-
226 to have met its entive requirements, aceording to the
ealeulation of the committes. But this, om'lll
not anticipated, i h as the I sted i “

4 “within
i one-
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number of beneficiaries would have passod

the seven yewra, It B8 fair, then, to presume

Linlf of this nmount, €5,176,613, was all that was

to be drawn from the trmz under Ha }
I'wenty-six yéars have elapsed since the pussage of thit
law, and about two hundred soldiers nre yoton the rolls,
and the gress amount expended nnder the aet is now over
$18,000,000,

On the passage of the nct of Febroary 3, 1853, grent-

ing pensions to the widows of pevolutionary soldiers mur-
riad sulsequent to 1800, the cstimate of the elfice was
that $24,000 would be sufficient for the tirst year. That
amonut, however, was found wholly inadequate, and the
wlditionsl sum of $200,000 was asked for wnd appropria-
tud] in the deficleney bill of the succseding session for that
VLT M,
: 'l]'hr.ru are other facts on this subjeet of curious interest,
Fifty-three years after the war of the revolution 5,000
widows were living, whose marriages took place prior to
1783, Nearly 100 of them nre yetalive.  In 1838, filly-
five yoms after the close of the war, 11,870 widows were
living who were married between 1783 and 1794 In
1848, sixty-five years nfter the war, 6,442 of the 11L,ET0
were still nlive.

In my last annnal report you wae informed that n prac-
tice which had obtained in the Penslon Office of puying
to the representatives of decensed  revolutionsy soldiers
and their witlows the pensions which they would have re-
cetvad had the proof been satisfuctorily establishoed du-
ring their lifetime, had been overruled by me s wisu-
thorized by law. During the Jast fisea) year this decision
has saved to the treasury $118,000.

While T have the greatest confidence in the watehfal-
ness ind Tutegiity of the ofticers who have heretofore had
the diroeet gement of the Pension Bureau, the devel-
opment of the frands which have been palmed off :ron
that office is astounding. During the last year fraudulent
bounty-land elaims amounting in the aggregate to about
176,000 acres have been detected and exposed.  Provious
investigations had brought to light o frandulent issue of
abont 225,000 ncres. Four of the perpetrators of theso
frauda have been convieted and sentenced during the
year; one, agninst whom the evidence was oo "
escaped punish t under the statute limiting proscen-
tions to two years from tho commission of the offence ;
and thirteen others have been regularly indicted and
awniting their trinls. The boldness and ingenuity w
which these impoestors have presented, pressed, and suc-
cessfully prossouted their cases have equal
recorded in the ainals of crime. In some cacen they hiave
even imposed upon their immedinte representatives in
Congress, nud made them the velicles of cons their
correspondence for establishing frsudulent cluims,
They are generally o clags of men who have mannged to
maintain respectable numes in the communitics in which
they live, 5o that nothing but the most convinoing proof,
furaishod from the records of the office,  can satisty the
juries of their guilt.  Pablic justice and the fule roputa-
tion of the government alike demand that these offenders
should be brought to condign punisiment,

The recommendations made in my last annual report
respecting the equalizing of army and navy pensions, the
cxtension of the statute of limitations in cascs of frands
nttempted and y upon the Pansion Office for
the procurement of land warrants, and the wol a
statute to prevent and punish the forging of land war-
rants are respectfully renewed,

For the greater protection of the recipients of Jand war-
rants, a law should aleo b passed making it penal to
forge or counterfeit an assignment of the same.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

The report of the Commissioner of Public Buildings
presonts n view of the vperations of this branch of the
service dnring the last year, nnd of the expenditures
made under the supervision of that officer,

The west wing of the bnilding ocenpiod by the b
ment of the Ioterior, and the improvements nd it
have been completed in o handsome and scoeptable man-
ner,  The construction of the north front hw
watisfinctorily, and when finished, the entiro structure wil

&:

retloct much eredit, not only the nuthor of the gene-
il design, but also upon the skill of those i
ita_execution, The estimated cost of this portion of the

building was four hundred aud fifty thousand dollars
without a portice, or five hundred and twenty-five thou-
sand dollars with n portico. The aggrégnto amount of
four hundred dollarn was appropriated by the
Thirty-fonrth Congress for this . Itis now estl.
mated that to complote the bullding without the portico,
prove the interior court, an additional appropriation of
lifty thousand dollars will be sufficlent, ,
The constitution of the United States confors upon
Congress exclusive legislitive control aver the Distric
Columbin, but does not allow it inh 1% any vo
in its deliberations. "Thiy territory, in_extent orighnall
ten miles aquare, rednced to its
cossion 10 the State of it of s
of the Potomae, vondists of three distin
governed luyh:h own peotiling laws ¢
Greorgetown, inoorp 1 o the war
tion, but whose powers umhm #lica Lo
by varipus %ﬁu

| thrmed - and  on s of i
| Washiington city, sct apart Ly the President “for the

manent et of the e qtdllfe puuz;
under suthority of the uct of 16t July, 1790, and re

portpd to Conigress iy
Lith December, 1791 ; and the conn!

daries of thess otties, bt within the limits of m‘ﬁ
teict,  That Congress has not been inmindful of the ph-
| Higntions thas vésting upon 101 ovident from the very

| liberal mpproprintions which have, from time 1o tHue,

\\..




